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Soul for Europe? – Experiences and future perspectives

Already in the early eighteenths of the last century the Dutch school laws paid attention to the preparation of children to a multicultural and multireligious society.

What was introduced in those days seemed to be forgotten by the present political leaders. That memorial could be traced back to the 9-11 and the rise of some political right winged parties. Those groups often blame religions, and especially the Islam, as causes of problems in society. They get an overkill of attentions from journalist, as could be seen by the murder of Theo van Gogh and the former lady politician Ayaan Hirsi Ali. 

Those people refer to the Enlightenment as the medium to solve all problems in plural societies. They blame all religions of fundamentalism, but the way they use the thoughts of the Enlightenment  is also fundamentalistic. So nowadays we can unfortunately use the contradiction in terms: fundamentalistic Enlightenment.  

Fortunately they are loosing attention more an more and a growing number of examples of good preparation of children for living in the cultural and religiously public domain can be given. domain  This focuses the research on religious education more and more towards the role of the school as the mediator between the private domain (the family) where the child comes from to the public domain (the plural society) for which the child has to be prepared.
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